Immunoreactive forms of caldesmon in cultivated human vascular smooth muscle cells.
150 kDa caldesmon was shown to be characteristic of vascular smooth muscle cells in normal tissue rather than in subculture. Subcultured smooth muscle cells from human aorta contained only the 70 kDa immunoreactive form of caldesmon. During the course of primary culture the amount of 150 kDa caldesmon as well as metavinculin decreased significantly whilst 70 kDa caldesmon became the predominant form, and by the onset of cell division the 150 kDa form was practically substituted by 70 kDa caldesmon. The data show that the predominance of 150 kDa caldesmon is characteristic of contractile smooth muscle cells, while in proliferating cells 70 kDa caldesmon is expressed.